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educators, but they are not a lways e a s i ly acce s s ible . This 

proj e ct will look to take s ome of the resources a teacher 

can use in  their teaching and put it in one place . 

Annotating websites · i s useful because a teacher can get an 

idea of what site they might want to use without having to 

search a myriad different webs i t e s . A Profe s s ional 

Port fo l i o  a l s o  offers a number o f  different proj ects 

al ready des igned that are adapt abl e for use  in any 

class room . 

Des igning a Profe s s ional Portfolio should have a ma j or 

impact on my teaching . Being able to find useful 

inf-orma t i on and re source s to u s e  for dai ly les son plans i s  

a cri t i ca l  s kill  every teacher needs to  pos se s s . Thi s type 

o f  activity shows that a teacher has an abi lity to teach a 

topic from many di fferent perspect ive s, which always has a 

posit ive impa c-t on student learning . Students must be able 

to differentiate between oppos ing perspectives and form an 

abi l ity to  pull out the information they need to st rengthen 

their argument s and opinions . I t  i s  a l s o  critica l  for 

students to  learn to quest ion the dec i s ions made by those 

in powe r, not to be dis re spect ful, but to rea l i z e  that 

the i r  opinions matter, e speci a l l y  when they are res earched 

based . T h i s  port fol i o  will  give s tudent s the opt ion to use 

primary s ources from the 196 0 s  that are organized in 
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locations that are more central s o  that the research i s ,  to 

an extent , t eacher driven. There are time s that allowing 

students to  res earch a topic bl indly wi l l  be beneficial , 

but many t ime s high s chool students need guidance . 

There would a l s o  be the opt ion of setting up a 

workshop t o  present a portfolio and di s cu s s  how it  i s  

useful i n  a variety of c l a s s rooms . Teachers would benefit 

from this because they may find new ways to  delve into a 

topic instead of the way they have done so in the past . I t  

i s  a l s o  important f o r  educators t o  share ideas , t o  

di s s eminat e  new ideas , and the topic does  not become stale . 

Wor�shops are also  useful becaus e  teachers are able to  get 

feedback from other teachers so they can ma ke changes i f  

some content may n o t  b e  appropriate or i f  a diffe rent 

approach would be beneficial. 

This t ype of t eaching port folio addre s s e s  a l l  of the 

New York State teaching st andards as the topic covers 

Ameri can Hi s tory, Geography, Government , and World History . 

A topic this bi g ,  with thi s many resources avai lable a l lows 

a great dea l  of flexibility for educators. One way to 

a s s e s s  student learning would be to de s ign a pre-teaching 

survey about Vietnam that covers basics of the conflict , 

and then have the student s t a ke a s imi lar test after the 

unit has been taught. �hi s  type of activity wi l l  a llow the 



teacher to  see what sections o f  the unit were st ronger and 

where changes need to be implemented in the future to  

enhance student learning . The teacher could a l s o  have the 

s tudents answer a survey after the · unit describing what 

they have learned and what they found most intere s t ing . 
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One could a l s o  look at the scores on AP exams as proo f of 

student learning in advanced classes  a s  well a s  performance 

on the United States Hi story NYS Regents exam . 
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Web-Based Resources 
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I I . Mu s i c  du r i ng the V i e t n am E r a  

I I I . P i c t u r e s  from the V i e t n am E r a  

IV . Movi e s  a n d  S h o r t  V i d e o  accoun t s o f  the 

V i e t n am War 

V :  The M a r ch t o  War : Do cume n t s  from t h e  

Vi e tnam War 

V I : The North Vi e tname s e  P e r spe ct ive 
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I .  Primary Sources on the Web that focus on maj or 

events and people from the Vietnam War Era 

• http : / /members . tripod.com/ rat ional revolut ion O /war /coll 

ection of letters by ho chi .htm 

This i s  a collection of letters written by Ho Chi Minh. 

They could be used as an int roduction to key figures of the 
· Vietnam War. Because it is important to understand key 

figures of the War, student s could look at the writings of 

Ho Chi Minh to get an accurate p i cture of what hi s thought s 

and beliefs  were. When loo king a t  the Vietnam War it i s  

important t o  real i z e  that H o  Chi Minh had reached out t o  

the United States i n  the 195 0 s .  I f  the United Stat e s  had 

agreed to recogni ze  the Vietname s e  right to form the i r  own 

country, the Vietnam War may have been avoided. The Unt ied 

States chos e  to stay out o f  the French and Vietname s e  

conflict publicly, while  a t  the same time shipping weapons 

and money to help the French. 

• http : / /www . democracynow . org/article.pl ? s id=0 5 / 01/17 / 1 6  

4 2 3 3  

Thi s i s  a l ink to a video o f  Martin Luther King Jr. 

di scuss ing the United States involvement in Vietnam. 

Student s can watch this video t o  get a sense o f  what key 

public  figures in the United States  thought about the 

Vietnam War. Vietnam was really the first war that had 

been pl ayed out in the media and_ for the first time people 

were spea king out against the government in an attempt to 

stop the War. 



• http : / /www . vietvet . org/thewa l l . htm 

Thi s  s ite h a s  s ome great reflections of the Vietnam 

Memorial i n  Washington D.C. I t  would be a great 

introduct i o n  to how the count ry has memoriali zed the 

Vietnam War. Student ' s  can learn from how others have 

memoriali z e d  the most controve r s ial  war in American 

history . The Wal l  in Washington D.C. has also  had a 

controvers i a l  history and students can get a sense o f  that 

by looking at images of the wal l  and reading individua l s  

re sponse  t o  what they see . 

• http : / /thewa l l -usa . com/ 

This i s  another link to the Vietnam Memorial Wall in 

Washington. You can type in caus a l ities  of War and they 

tell you how they died and how l ong they served in Vietnam .  

Thi s s ite h a s  some great images o f  the wall that would be 

great to u s e  in the class room . I t  i s  another great link  if  

you are  loo king to  discu s s  Vietnam Veteran Memori a l s . I t  

a l s o  h a s  very helpful links that could be useful i f  you are 

loo king for literature deal ing with the War . This website 

also has l inks to  j ournal art ic l e s  and books that di s cus s 

teaching the Vietnam War which could be helpful in planning 

a unit on the Vietnam War . 

• http : / /www . vietnampix.com/ f i re . htm 

Thi s  web s i t e  has s ome great pictures from the War, as well 

as from the antiwar movement . Thi s s ite could be very 

useful in the c l a s s room because  of i t s  s cope and coverage 

6 1  
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of the war .  Students could compare and cont rast images of 

the War f rom different years to  try and get a sense o f  how 

things were changing in the count ry . The publi c ' s 

percept ion o f  the Vietnam War changed a great deal  from the 

beginning of the War unt i l  the end and student s can really 

get a sense  of that through the se  picture s . They will a l s o  

have to  have background informa tion o n  the War ,  s o  thi s 

could be u s ed towards the end o f  a unit to really get an 

idea of how much informat ion the student s have learned . 

• http : / /www . digitalhistory . uh . edu/databa s e / subt it l e s . cf 

m?tit l e i D=7 1 

This s ite o ffers short excerpt s about important people and 

events dur i ng the Vietnam War . Students could use them as  

a starting point for their  own research . Thi s i s  another 

s ite that could be used for student s to get a better 

understanding of who the key people of the Vietnam War were 

and what impact they made during the War . 

• http : / /www . kirj a sto . sci . fi /hochi . htm 

This s ite o f fers a nice �ackground of Ho Chi Minh ' s 

educat ion and worldly experience . He spent a lot o f  t ime 

in France s tudying and that i s  where he wa s introduced to 

social i sm and other pol i t i cal  i deologies . 

• www . l e a rningcurve . gov . uk/coldwar/g6/cs2/s4 . htm 

This s ite has  some great primary sources already formatted 

for a DBQ exerci s e . Sources dea l  with the impact o f  the 



TET Offen s i ve on the Vietnam War. Thi s s it e  i s  conveni ent 

because  the teacher can guide the research they want their 

student ' s  to focus on whi l e  studying Vietnam and the TET 

Offens ive. 

• www.turnerlearning.com/ ... /vietnam/viet dis.html 

This i s  another great s ite ful l  of resources set up for 

research proj ects and further inve stigation. There are 

links to  videos and questions to  answer when student s are 

done watching the videos. 

63 

• http : / /www.upa.pdx . edu / IM S / currentproj ect s /TAHv3/Conte 

nt /Vi e tnam Confl i ct.html 

Thi s  i s  another great s ite that o ffers a detailed 

·ba c kground o f  the United States involvement in Vietnam and 

a l s o  t a ke s  an in-depth look  at the antiwar movement. 

• http : / /www2.iath . virginia.edu / s ixt ies/HTML docs /Narrat 

ive.htrnl 

Thi s s ite i s  called the " S ixti e s  Pro j ect" and offers a 

number o f  p e rsonal narrat ives from people who grew up 

during the 196 0 s. Personal narrat ives  offer an excellent 

supply o f  primary source material because these are peopl e 

that actua l l y  lived through the Vi etnam War and are sharing 

their account of what happened. 
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I I . Music during the Vietnam Era 

• http : / /www . j wsroc kgarden . com/j w02vvaw . htm#preface 

Thi s web s i t e  offers an overview of how mus i c  influenced the 

antiwar movement and does a nice j ob of o f fering song 

lyrics that share the theme s of the ant iwar movement . The 

site offers a number of songs written during the era and 

a l s o  adds the lyri cs, s o  you could have the student s read 

the lyrics before they hear the song . 

• http : / /www . i chiban1 . org/html /music . htm 

This s ite o ffers a di fferent way of l ooking at how mus i c  

reflected Ameri can society during the 1960 s .  The site 

shows the t op 10 songs for each year of the 196 0 s  and could 

be used to show how over t ime the negative effects of the 

War spi l l ed into mus i c  and other part s of Ameri can culture . 

Student s could l i sten t o  the songs from e a r l i e r  in the 

decade and compare them to the mus i c  composed l ater in the 

decade . T h e  s it e  a l s o  o ffers a number of movie reviews of 

films about Vietnam . 

• http : / /www . youtube . com/watch?v=vJV4 4 YV69 z O  

This i s  a v i deo o f  Buffalo Springfield' s " Something' s 

Happening Here", a song that truly epitomi z e s  the way many 

Americans felt during the Vietnam War . I t  a l s o  il lustrates 

how art ists  and citi zens a l i ke were beginning to que stion 

what they were being to l d .  Thi s could be used as a warm-up 
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exerc i s e  where student s have to  write about the way the War 

was a ffect ing American society . 

• http : / /www . youtube . com/watch?v=HVi 7 DXOfnAM 

Thi s i s  another great video that could be used to di s cus s  

the state o f  Ameri can society during the Vietnam War . This 

could be powerful to  use with high s chool students because 

the kids involved in the Kent State shoot ings were young 

when they were ki l led by Nat i onal Guard members trying to 

brea k up a rally . 

• http : / /membe r s . tripod . com/ � ffhi ker/ index- 3 . html 

This s ite o ffers a l i s t  of the 4 0  best songs during the 

Vietnam Era . It  a l s o  l i s t s  the Bong lyri cs which could be 

helpful i f  you were to have s tudent s analyze the meaning 

behind the s ongs . Mus i c  i s  a maj or way of memoriali z ing 

important s ocial event s and the Vietnam War Era was known 

for the mus i c  that seemed to  truly define a generat ion . 

• http : / / faculty. buffa l ostate . edu / fi shlm/ fol ksongs /ameri 

cansongs . htm 

Thi s s ite t a kes  a look at how mus i c  impacted the s oldiers 

and also offers examples  of s ongs from the t ime period . 

Lydia Fi sh l o� ks at how the s ongs could be used a s  a toll 

to  understand how soldiers were dea l ing with the War . 
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I I I . P i c tures from the Vie tnam Era 

h t tp : / /www . s qu i d o o . c om/ w i n n i ngvi e t n am 

T h i s  s i t e  o f fe r s  s ome p i c t u r e s  f rom t h e  Wa r a n d  t a ke s  a 

l o o k a t  w h a t  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  t a ke n  t o  a c t u a l l y  w i n  t h e  Wa r .  

The u s e  o f  p h o t o g r a p h s  f rom t h e  V i e t n am E r a  a l l ow s  s t ud e n t s  

t o  deve l op empa t h y  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  f o u g h t  b y  h a v i n g  t h em l o o k  

a t  ima g e s  f r om t h e  Wa r .  
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P i c t u r e s  l i ke t h e s e  c o u l d  be u s e d  an a e x amp l e  o f  w h a t  

p e a c e  demon s t ra t i on s  l o o ked l i ke d u r i n g  t h e  V i e tnam Wa r ,  

a n d  s t uden t s  c o u l d  w r i t e  a n  i n t e r a c t i ve j ou r n a l  t op i c  ba s e d 

on w h a t  t h e y  s e e  a n d  h o w  t h e y  pe rce i ve t h e  a n t i w a r  

movement . 



T h e s e  ima g e s  c o u l d  be u s e d  t o  s ho w  t h e  re a l i t y  o f  t h e  

a n t i w a r  moveme n t  a n d  t h e  d e s p a i r  t h a t  i t  c a u s ed s o  m a n y  

Ame r i ca n s . T h e  S ho o t i ng a t  K e n t  S t a t e  proved t o  be a 

t ra g i c  rem i n d e r  t h a L  t h e  v i o l e n c e  o f  t h e  V i e t n am Wa r w o u l d  

n o t  be e x c l u s i ve t h e  S o u t he a s t  As i a . 
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T h i s  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o r e  f amou s  i ma g e s  o f  t h e  V i e t n am W a r . 

I t  s ho w e d  h o w  deva s t a t i ng t h e  f i gh t i n g  w a s  on t h e  N o r t h  

V i e t name s e  c i vi l i an s  t h a t  w e r e  c a ug h t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  

Wa r a n d  t h e  nume r o u s  d a i l y  b omb i n g  mi s s i o n s . Ima g e s  s u c h  

a s  t h e s e  s h o w  h o w  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s  w e r e  a f fe c t e d  b y  t h e  

i nt e n s e  c omba t  a n d  t h a t  man y  V i e t name s e  w e r e  i nn o c e n t  

c a s ua l t i e s  o f  t h e  W a r . 

Ano t h e r  f a mo u s  ima g e  f rom t h e  W a r  t h i s  w a s  a p u b l i c  

e x e cu t i o n t h a t  h a p p e n e d  t o  b e  c au gh t  o n  c ame ra by 

j o u r n a l i s t s  cove r i n g  the W a r . 
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T h i s  p h o t o g raph c o u l d  be u s ed t o  s ho w  w h a t  c omb a t  l o o ked 

l i ke .  T h i s  was t a ke n  d u r i n g  the T E T  o f f e n s i ve , a s u rp r i s e  

a t t a c k  p l a n n e d  a ro und t h e  V i e t n ame s e  T E T  h o l i d a y  o n  Janu a r y  

3 1 ,  1 9 6 8 . 
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IV . Movies and Short Video accounts of the 

Vietnam War 

7 1  

http : / /www.metacafe.com/watch/ 1 39017 /the vietnam confl 

ict/  

This website  offers  a s hort compi lation of footage from the 

Vietnam War that could be used to give the student s an idea 

of what combat looked l i ke. I t  i s  set to mus i c  and copld 

be used as an introduct ory l e s s on that captures the 

student s '  attent ion and get s them to think about the War 

and the impact the fighting had on the soldiers. 

• http : / /members . aol.com/warlib/l Oviet.htm 

This website  give s a detailed l i s t  of movi es  that have been 

related to  the Vietnam War. Student s could choose from the 

l i s t  and do a review that they present to the class . The 

teacher could a l s o  shorten the l i s t  with movies that are 

appropriate and a s s i gn them to student s. There have been 

count l e s s  fi lms made about Vi etnam and students could get a 

real sense of what Vietnam was l i ke from some of the se  

movie s .  While they may t a ke artistic l i cens e  in many 

instance s ,  they s t i l l  give a sense of what the War meant to 

the people ma king the fi lm. Film i s  another way of 

memori a l i z ing the Vi etnam War and in many ways it give s a 

great indicator o f  how people were affected by the War with 

the me s s age they convey on the screen. Movie s  l i ke Platoon 

and Ful l  Metal Jacket show the savage s i de o f  the War 

effort and the menta l  anguish many of the s oldiers faced 

whi l e  they were in Vi etnam. Other movie s  l i ke Deer Hun t er 
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and Born on the Fo urth of July convey s imi lar mes s ages but 

a l s o  focus on the aftermath of the War and what it was l i ke 

for s o ldiers to come home from Vietnam and the di fficulties 

veterans faced a s  they attempted to resume the lives they 

l e ft . 

• http : / / l ink . hi st o ry.com/ service s /player/bcpid128 7 04 0 7 0  

4 ?bclid=1295293363&bct id=132 71537 74 

Thi s  s ite o ffers a short video o f  fighting during the TET 

o f fens ive . I t  has s ome first hand account s and provides 

s ome good information about TET. The TET o ffens ive wa s one 

of the defining moments of the Vietnam War and it is  

crit i cal for  student s t o  build an  understanding o f  what TET 

wa s and the impact the fight ing had on support for the War 

e f fort at home. 

• http : / / link.hi story . com/ services /playe r/bcpid128 7 04 0 7 0  

4 ?bclid=1295293363&bct id=132 7153768 

Thi s video offers a brief  look at the My L a i  Mas s a cre that 

occurred during the Vietnam War . It can be used to show 

how War af fects the innocent civi l ians as  well a s  the 

s oldiers fight ing in i t . The My Lai mas s acre was an 

incomprehens ible act that shows that even the innocent 

suffers during time of War. 
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• http : / /l ink.history . com/ s e rvices /player/bcpid128 7 04 0 7 0  

4 ?bclid=l295293 363&bctid= l 327 153 7 7 0  

This i s  a good comp i l at ion di s cus s ing the releas e  o f  the 

Pentagon Papers and the downfa l l  of the Johnson Pres idency. 

This would be useful t o  show the cla s s  when tal king about 

the extreme pres sure Pre s i dent Johns on wa s under to end the 

War in Vietnam and how it ultimately led to him not see king 

reelection . The Penta gon Paper s  o ffer an in-depth look at 

Pres ident Johnson' s decis ion ma king during the Vietnam War 

and o ffers an exce l lent opportunity to s crutini ze  h i s  

dec i s i ons ; whi l e  at t h e  same t ime one can g e t  a s ense of 

how much s crutiny the Pres ident was under, and how split 

his Cabinet and advi sors  had become throughout the course 

of the Wa r-- ma king de cis i ons that much more difficult. 



V: The March to War: Documents from the 

Vietnam War 
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• http : / /www . cnn . com/ S PECIAL S /cold . war/epi sode s / 04 /docum 

ent s /x . html 

The policy of containment introduced by George Kennan in 

194 7 was the defining policy in  regard to  deal ing with the 

spread of Communi sm .  I n  thi s arti cle, whi ch Kennan 

publi shed anonymously, he discus sed h i s  view of the Soviet 

Union and the idea that communi sm would spread into wea ker 

count ries  and pose a maj or threat to democracy around the 

world . This  i s  an important document for student s to read 

before a unit on Vietnam because  it will  help them 

understand why the United States believed it was nece s sary 

to  intervene in Southea st  As i a . The United States could 

not a f ford to allow the North Vietname s e  to take cont rol of 

the South because the policy o f  containment and the Domino 

Theory bel ieved that would be the beginning of a much 

larger problem whi ch could spread through a l l  of Southeast 

Asia and p o s s ibly further . 

• http : / /www . yale . edu / l awweb/avalon/tonkin-g . htm 

The Avalon Proj ect of fers student s '  the opportunity to 

s tudy the Gul f  of Tonkin Re s ol ut ion . Thi s res olution has 

been quite controver s i a l  becau s e  i t  became fairly clear 

that the United States embelli s hed the supposed attacks to 

garner the support needed from Congre s s  to increase troops 

in Vietnam . The Gul f of Tonkin Re s olution is important to 

look a t  because it gave the United States the needed cause 



to go into Vietnam. Without the attack in the Tonkin Gul f ,  

their may not have been enough informat ion to  convince 

Congress to send troops into Southeast As i a. 

• http : / /www.yale.edu/ lawweb /avalon/warpower . htm 

Thi s  link i s  to the War Powers Act of 197 3. Thi s 

legi s lation was passed by Congres s  as  a di rect result of 

what they deemed was a mi suse of power by the Execut ive 

Branch. Teachers could use this document in a themat ic 

e s say about the  power of the  Execut ive branch or in .a DBQ 

about the Vietnam War and s ome of the l a s t ing change s made 

because  of the legacy o f  Vietnam. The War Powers Act made 

i t  much more di fficult  for the Pres ident t o  s end troops 

abroad to intervene in  fore ign affairs . 

75 

• http : / /www.yale . edu/lawweb /avalon/ int dip/usmulti/usmu O 

0 3.htm 

Thi s link i s  to  the S outheast As i a  Collect ive Defense 

Treaty ( Mani la  Pact ) which was s i gned in 1954 . Students 

must  unde rstand United States involvement in Vietnam 

started in 1954 when the French were fight ing against the 

North Vietname se. The United State s wa s c oncerned that 

l o s ing any sovereign nation in Southeast As ia to Communi sm 

would be a blow to Democracy around the world and would 

s tart a domino effect of countries  succumb ing to communi sm .  
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• http : / /www.yale . edu /lawweb /avalon/intdip/ indoch / inch O O  

B . htm 

The Avalon Proj ect has a number o f  l inks set  up with 

primary s ource documents that provide an excel lent place to 

set  up DBQ or thematic e s s ays. This l ink  i l lustrates  the 

United States involvement in Vietnam st arted in the early 

1950s,  when the United States recogni zed the Republic of 

Vietnam, Laos,  and Cambodia a s  French colonie s. At this  

t ime Ho Chi Minh and the North Vietnamese  were l o o king to 

be recogn i z ed by the United States as  a free and s overeign 

nation, something the U.S. failed to  do. 

• http : / /www.mtholyo ke.edu/ acad/ intrel /pentagon /pent l.ht 

ml 

Student s can read an excerpt from the Pentagon papers to  

get  a better understanding for  the  United States foreign 

pol icy during the Vietnam War. These  were clas s i fied 

document s that were l e a ked to  the New York T imes by Daniel 

E l l sburg, an officer in the state department. There a re 

links to four vo lume s o f  the report and o ffer a vivi d loo k 

a t  how the Vietnam War started in  the 194 0 s  when the United 

States aided the French, whi le  claiming to stay out of 

their colonial st ruggle with North Vietnam . The s e  

document s show the struggle that Pre s i dent Johnson h a d  as  

he re al i z ed that the  War wa s not winnable, but at the  s ame 

t ime there was no way to turn bac k  and concede de feat-- or 

admit that the War was a stalemate. Reading the s e  papers 

can gain a sense of the intense pres sure he was under and 

how it later resulted in him not seeking re -election. This 
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collection offers a comprehens ive look at  the Vietnam War 

from the White Hous e ' s perspect ive . They had no . intent ion 

of publishing the s e  document s and it is s a fe to as sume that 

many in Was hington wish they had never been leaked . 

• http : / /vietnam . vass a r . edu /abs t ract s . html 

Thi s  i s  another s it e  with a number o f  l inks t o  primary 

sources relevant t o  the Vietnam War . Links include 

document s on the Tonkin Gulf Re solution, as well as 

di s cus s ions between key figure s during the Vietnam War . 
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VI : The North Vietname se Perspective 

• http : / /www . pbs . org/battlefie ldvietnam/t ime l ine/ index . h  

tml 

This timeline gives students the chance to  explore the 

extent of the North Vietname se  struggle to gain their 

independence from the French . It  is useful because it 

breaks the Wa r up into different categories that would ma ke 

it easy for student s to navigate to see how North Vietnam 

was being a ffected by the War during di f ferent periods . 

Another l ink on t h i s  s i te breaks down what guerilla warfare 

was and how it wa s employed by the Viet Cong . There i s  

quite a bit of information that i s  focused o n  thB United 

States involvement in Vietnam, but student s can a l s o  focus 

on how that affected North Vietnam . There i s  a section 

that di s cus s e s  the Air War , which can i l lust rate how much 

destruction too k place on the tiny country of North 

Vietnam . 

• http : / /www . vietnampix . com/popvc . htm 

This s ite offers a br ief de s cript ion of what the Viet Cong 

was and how they were organi zed . When loo king at the 

Vietnam War it is cri t i cal  for students to know against 

whom the United States wa s fighting and for what , exactly,  

they were fight ing . 
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• http : / /vietnam.vassar . edu/docnl f . html 

This  i s  a rguably one of the most  us efu l  documents 

d i s cu s s ing the aims of the Nat ional Liberat ion Front ( NL F )  

o r  t h e  Viet Cong . T h e  do cument spe l l s  out t h e  aims o f  the 

NLF so s tudent s can · get a true sense for what the Vi et 

Cong was fighting a�d why they were trying to  unite a l l  of 

Vietnam under one Government. Reading the document gives 

one a clear s ens e o f  t he NLF' s dis content with We stern 

ideas and the i r  reas oning for uni fying Vietnam . From their 

goals, one can assume that they did not want a true 

c ommuni s t  state becaus e  they were advocat i ng for freedom of 

p re s s, freedom o f  opini on, and the freedom of trade ; things 

they deemed as es sent i al democratic  principle s .  However, 

t he United States wa s unwi l l ing to accept any of these 

i deas because there was the underlying fea r  that communism 

was spreading in Southeast As i a  and North Vietnam was a 

threat to  demo cracy around the world . 
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Proj ect Summary 

The Vietnam War was arguabl y  the mos t  controversial  

war in Amer ican h is tory . The Civil War was fought by a 

divided country with different vi s i ons for what the United 

States should be , and in  many ways Vietnam was s imilar in 

it s divis ivene s s . Becau s e  the Vietnam War caused such a 

great divide , there are many di f ferent ways t o  present 

material to s tudent s so they get a balanced view of the 

War. Pres ent ing a balanced look  at  the War i s  p robably the 

most important part of t e a ching the Vietnam War because it 

all ows  s tudent s to form their own opinions based on primary 

s ource material s .  

The media coverage o f  the Vietnam War has  left 

countl e s s  re s ources for t eacher s  to ut i l i ze in their 

classrooms. There are a number of ways t o  des ign virtual 

t ours o f  memoria l s  to give student s a vantage point they 

might not get t o  see on their own. Teachers can set up 

virtual t ours of memorial s  from different cities  s o  

student s can compare and contr a s t  the dif ferent ways the 

War has been remembered. Vietnam memorials  o ffer a great  

res ource for s tudent reflect ion a s  they o ffer a different 

view of Ame r ican combat t han other Wars have in the past . 

The memorial in Washington D . C. was des i gned amidst a great 
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deal o f  controversy because  it  was vi ewed as  not 

nece s s a ri l y  morbi d, but not with the s ame sense of 

accomplishment as many other memoria l s  had in the past . 

" The Wall " ,  as  it has  come to be known, o f fe r s  a vis itor an 

introspective look at the Vietnam War becau se of the images 

they see  as  they tour the memorial . Virtual tours can give 

student s a s ense of what it meant to  lose a family member 

and the toll  it  too k on Americans as  a whol e . Being able 

to see your reflect ion i n  the wall gives people a s ense of 

belonging when they look at the Wal l  they are not s imply 

looking at  names . 

The Vi etnam Memorial in Rochester a l s o  o ffers a unique 

way of remembering tho s e  that lost their l ives in Vietnam . 

It has a distinct ive des i gn that should get high s chool 

students thinking about what it must have been l i ke to be 

s ent to  Vietnam .  Before the trip you could s et up a 

s imulation where students are drafted to fight in a 

f i ctional war and have them write a reflect i on e s s ay before 

and a fter their t rip to  the memorial . Thi s  could be 

e ffective because ,  on the memoria l ,  it di splays from where 

and when the s oldiers graduated and many of the s oldiers 

from the Rochester area that died in Vietnam were recently 

graduated from high s chool . As teacher s , one o f  the most 

difficult things to impart on  our  student s is  empathy, and 
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thi s exerci s e  could give students a newfound perspective of 

the Vietnam War . 

Another great way to encourage student reflect i on i s  

using pictures from the e r a  being studied . Vietnam has 

been one o f  the most s crutini z ed Wars in  history and there 

are thous ands of pictures that could be used in  the 

clas sroom . The photography can be used as  an int roducti on 

to certain i s sue s regarding Vietnam, such as  the antiwar 

movement . Students can s et up an interactive j ournal where 

they chronicle thei r  thought s about the images and how they 

would fit thos e  images into the l arger context of the 

196 0 s . Interactive j ourna l s  e ncourage reflect i on and 

empathy because you are as king students to  put themselves 

into the p i ctures and des crib e  what they are feeling . 

There are a number o f  web s ites  that have detailed 

outlines o f  event s that occurred during the Vietnam War . 

Many o f  them h ave primary s ources already di splayed so 

student s could use  them in  r e s earch proj ects and pape r s . 

Teachers could a l s o  use  the s e  s ites a s  a review activity or 

could even set up a DBQ or themati c  e s s ay using s ome of 

the s e  s ource s . There are many different ways one could s et 

up a DBQ about Vietnam .  They could choose t o  focu s  o n  the 

antiwar movement, or the focus could be on the impact on 



American societ y .  One could a l s o  focus some o f  the study 

on the impact the War had on the country of Vietnam . 

Thi s proj ect wil l  a l s o  help t eachers find different 

ways to introduce s t udents to the Vietnam War . Howard 

Gardner has done a great dea l  of research on multiple 

intelligences and has i l lustrated how student s learn in 

dif ferent ways . Thi s port folio  gives educators numerous 

ways to approach the Vietnam that wi l l  appeal to many 

different learning styles . Student s who learn better 

visua l l y  would benef i t  from wor king with photographs from 

the Vietnam Era a s  a way o f  understanding the cultural 

impact of the War . Us ing f i lm in the classroom can a l s o  

help reach the se student s because it  wi l l  appeal t o  their 

visual learning style and could be used a s  a hook to  get 

them interested in the topi c .  There are a l s o  t imel ines 

with important events that might be u s e ful for someone who 

is a spatial l earner and wants to know the order o f  

event s . 
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The beauty o f  us ing web-based materials  to  t each the 

Vietnam War is it  p rovides many different ways educators 

can approach the cont roversial t ime period in which Vietnam 

took place . The u s e  o f  primary sources in the classroom 

can help give students an idea o f  the impact the Vietnam 

War had on American culture . 
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