
































Ll

Lesson 1

General Aim

Students will be able to distinguish inferred main ideas.

Specific Objective

Students will be able to match the correct inferred main

ideas with the corresponding paragraph.

Materials

Worksheets "Hobbies Are Fun" and "Understanding the Main

Idea.™
Procedures
1. Discuss what is meant by main idea.
2. Have children silently read three paragraphs on worksheet
"Hobbies Are Fun."
3. Have children select the sentences that represent the
main idea of each paragraph.
L., Have children silently read each paragraph on worksheet
"Understanding the Main Idea."
5, Have children select the sentences that represent the
main idea of each paragraph.
6. Discuss student answer choices and why or why not they

are acceptable.
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Lesson 2

General Aim

Students will be able to distinguish inferred main ideas.

Specific Objective

Students will be able to select the correct main idea for

four corresponding short stories.

Materials

Worksheet "What Does the Story Teach ?"

Procedures

1. Discuss what is meant by main idea.

2. Introduce terms theme or author's purpose.

3. Have children silently read one story at a time and
discuss which sentence at the bottom of the sheet is

the main idea or theme of each story.



Lesson 3

General Aim

L6

Students will be able to distinguish inferred main ideas.

Specific Objective

students will be able to write in their own words the main

jdea of a paragraph they have read.

Materials
Use an overhead projector, transparencies

on "Central Idea of a Paragraph" and "Sentence

Procedures

1. Compare the core of an apple and main

2. Display transparency and worksheet on

3, Have children write the core parts of
the worksheet.

4. Display transparency and worksheet on
of Paragraphs.”

5, Have children read each paragraph and

own words the central or main idea.

and worksheets

Cores."

idea.

"Sentence Cores."”

the sentences on

"The Central Idea

write in their

6. Call on students to share their answers.
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Lesson 4

General Aim

Students will be able to distinguish inferred main ideas.

Specific Objective

Students will be able to restate in their own words the

main ideas of tape-recorded sentences.

Materials

Tape recorder.

Procedures

1. Discuss the game "Gossip" and how we listen then try
to restate as closely as possible what was first stated.

2. Have children 1listen to ten sentences recorded on tape.
For example: Is it raining outside?

3. Stop the tape after each sentence and call on a student
to restate in their own words what the sentence was

about.
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Lesson 5

General Aim

Students will be able to select inferred supporting details.

Specific Objective

Students will be able to conjecture about additional story

events that could have happened using the details in the text.

Materials

Story familiar to all the children; blackboard.

1. Discuss the outcome that did happen in the story.
2. Have children pretend they are the author and 1list
different outcomes they would have included on the

blackboard.
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Lesson 6

General Aim

Students will be able to select inferred supporting details.

Specific Objective

students will be able to suggest new story details using

details already expressed in a story.

Materials

Story familiar to all the children; blackboard.

Procedures

1. Have children devise a new problem a character from
a familiar story might have had.
2. Ask for a plan to solve the new problems.

3. List children’s solutions on the blackboard.
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Lesson 7

General Aim

Students will be able to select inferred supporting details.

Specific Objective

Students will be able to complete sentences about a person,

place or thing with details the author could have included in

the story.

Materials

Story familiar to all the children; blackboard.

Procedures

1. Write an incomplete sentence on the blackboard about
a person, place or thing from a familiar story.

2. Have students complete the sentence with information
the author could have added to the story.

3. See which child has the most ideas.
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Lesson 8

Yeneral Aim

Students will be able to state the inferred sequence of

picture cards.

Specific Objective

Students will be able to arrange picture cards into a

logical time order.

Materials

Time-ordered sequence picture cards.

Procedures

1. Each child is given a set of picture cards involving
a time order.

2. Students are asked to arrange their cards into the
proper sequence.

3. Ask why they think their arrangements are correct.

L. Have children trade their set of cards with classmates.
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Lesson 9

General Aim

Students will be able to recognize the inferred sequence of

stories presented through a filmstrip.

Specific Objective

Students will be able to state the sequence of stories

presented in a filmstrip and to recognize the need for proper

order and sequence.

Materials

Sound filmstrip, "Proper Order and Sequence," Troll

Associates Thinking Skills, Education Direction, Inc., 1973.

Procedures
1. Discuss what is meant by proper order and sequence
and the effect it has on our daily lives.
2. Display filmstrip and ask children to state the
sequence of events listed in the stories presented in

the filmstrip.
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Lesson 10

Ceneral Aim

Students will be able to restate a sequence of events.

Specific Objective

When presented with two story events, the students will be

able to state what happened between the two events.

Materials
List of detail questions about a story all the children

have read.

Procedures

1. Divide the students into two teams and have them stand
in two lines and face each other.

2. Teacher asks a question about what happened in between
two story events.

3. Teams take turns answering the question. If the student
answers correctly, he gets to stay in line; if he misses,
he must sit down. The winning team is the one with

someone left standing.
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Lesson 11

General Aim

Students will be able to state comparisons that are inferred

by the author.

Specific Objective

Students will be able to 1list the inferred character traits

of two characters and tell whether they are alike or different.

Materials

Story familiar to all the students; chalkboard.

Procedures

1. Discuss what is meant by character traits.

2. Review the details and outcomes of a story the children
have all read.

3. Put the names of two characters from the story on the
board and ask children for character traits.

L. 1List the character traits under the character.

5. Discuss whether the characters are alike or different
and why.

6. Ask children for their reactions to the characters.
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Lesson 12

General Aim

Students will be able to state their reaction to a story.

Specific Objective

After reading a story silently, students will write their

reaction to the story and compare their reactions with classmates.

Materiéls

Paper and pencil.

Procedures

1. Have each students write a short paragraph about a
story all the children have read telling why or why
not they liked it.

2. Read the paragraphs to the class and note the different
reactions.

3, Discuss why there might be different reactions.
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Lesson 13

General Aim

Students will be able to list comparisons of two objects

or places.

Specific Objective

Students will be able to state and list the advantages and

disadvantages of four different things.

Materials
Transparency and worksheet on "Paragraphs That Compare and

Contrast," Better Comprehension in Reading, California: Visual

Materials, Inc., 1972.

Procedures

1. Display transparency on overhead projector.

2. Use follow-along worksheet to discuss the advantages
and disadvantages to living at the seashore or mountains.
List children's ideas on the board.

L, Ask children to think of advantages and disadvantages
to owning a small car and a large car.

5, Have children write their ideas down on their worksheet.
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Lesson 14

General Aim

Students will be able to list inferred comparisons.

Specific Objective

Students will be able to list on paper the differences and
similarities they would expect of a story happening in two

different time periods.

Materials

Paper and pencil.

Procedures

1. On the blackboard write the name of a story that
happened in the past that all the children are familiar
with.

2. Have each child write on paper as many ways as possible
that the story might have been different had it
occurred in modern day times.

3, Discuss children's comparisons.
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Iesson 15

General Aim

Students will be able to state inferred cause and effect

relationships.

Specific Objective

When given the first part of a sentence, students will be

able to write a conclusion showing a logical order.

Materials

Worksheet with incomplete sentences.

Procedures

1. Children are given a worksheet on which part of a
sentence is given and they must write a conclusion
explaining what could happen next in a logical
progression of events.

2. Have students read their completed sentences.
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Lesson 16

General Aim

Students will be able to draw conclusions using stated causes.

Specific Objective

Students will be able to state what caused a particular

character's actions,

Procedures
1. Discuss character feeling and why a particular character
acted the way he did.
2. Have children use story events to explain why a character
acted the way he did.
3, Have children imagine that certain events did not happen
and conjecture about what different actions the character

might have taken,
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Lesson 17

General Aim

Students will be able to recognize inferred cause and effect

relationships.

Specific Objective

Students will staté'what they think the causes and effects

of a newspaper headline are.

Materials

Newspaper headline.

Procedures
1. Clip out an interesting newspaper headline and read it
to the class.
2. Ask children what they suppose happened to cause the
headline.
3. Ask children what do they suppose will happen as a result
of the headline,
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Lesson 18

General Aim

Students will be able to determine cause and effect

relationships.

Specific Objective

Students will be able to state what happened before and

after a sentence.

Materials

Worksheet "What Happened Before and After," Creative

Activities for Language Arts, Hayes, 1968.

Procedures

1 .

Pass out worksheet and read fhe first sentence to the
class.

Ask children what might have happened before the
sentence. List ideas on the board then have children
write their own idea on paper.

Using the same first sentence, ask the children what
might have happened after that sentence. List ideas
on the board then have children write their own on
the paper.

Follow the same format for two more sentences.



62

Lesson 19

General Aim

Students will be able to select inferred character traits.

Specific Objective

Students will be able to select words from a particular
story that give information or clues about a particular

character.

Procedures

1. Choose a character from a story all the children have
read.

2. Ask children to look back in the story and find words
and phrases that the author used to describe that
character.

3, Ask children for their reactions to the character

and how they would describe him.
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Lesson 20

General Aim

Students will be able to describe a character from inferred

character traits.

Specific Objective

After reading a paragraph about the life style of a
character, students will be able to write a paragraph describing

that character.

Materials

Worksheet "Meet Ted of Australia," Meet Your Friends in

Other Lands, Evelyn Riddle and Kathleen Wahl, Milliken

Publishing Co., Grade Three, 1968.

Procedures

1, Have children read a paragraph about a character
from a different country.

2. Have children write a paragraph describing that
character.

3, Read the paragraphs to the class to show the different

reactions and traits that were listed.
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Lesson 21

General Aim

Students will be able to list new character traits for

new situations of the character.

Specific Objective

Students will be able to list new character traits for
three different characters when supposing that they have

acquired unusual characteristics.

Materials

Blackboard.

Procedures
1. On the blackboard write a question for three
different characters the class has read about and ask
what he or she would do if they suddenly acquired
unusual characteristics ( ex. could fly)
2. Remind the children to keep the character's

original personality in mind.
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Ilesson 22

General Aim

Students will be able to predict outcomes to a story.

Specific Objective

After listening to the first part of a story record,

students will be able to write their own conclusions.

Materials

Story record.

Procedures

1. Have children listen to the first part of a
high interest story record (ex. "Alfred Hichcock's
Ghost Stories").
2. Have children write their own ending for the story.
3. Read the different endings to the class.
4, Finish listening to the record to see how close their

predictions were.
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Lesson 23

General Aim

Students will be able to predict outcomes for a story.

Specific Objective

After reading the first part of a story, students will

be able to predict what happenings or outcomes may take place.

Procedures

1. Have children silently read the first part of a story.
2. Ask children what they think might happen and why.
3, Finish reading the story silently and discuss whether

the outcome was a good one or not.
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Lesson 24

General Aim

Students will be able to determine how to predict outcomes.

Specific Objective

Through discussion and the use of a sound filmstrip,
students will be able to select clue words that help to predict

outcomes.

Materials
Sound filmstrip, "What You Can't Figure Out," Troll

Associates Thinking Skills, Educational Direction, Inc., 1973.

Procedures

1. Show sound filmstrip.
2. Discuss how one must use clue words and story events

to arrive at the proper conclusions.
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Lesson 25

General Aim

Students will be able to predict outcomes to hypothetical

situations.

Specific Objective

Students will be able to state logical predictions for

hypothetical situations.

Materials
S1ips of paper with a thought provoking, hypothetical
question on each (ex. "What would happen if there was no

daytime?").

Procedures
1. Put slips of papers with questions on them into a
container.
2. Have each child select a piece of paper.
3. Call on students to read their question and state as
many answers to the question as they can.

L. Allow other students to suggest their ideas.
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Lesson 26

General Aim

Students will be able to interpret figurative language.

Specific Objective

Students will be able to solve riddles which use similes

and metaphors for clues.

Materials

Riddle worksheet.

Procedures
1. Discuss what is meant by figurative language.
2 Introduce terms “"simile" and "metaphor."”
3, Read a riddle to the group and see who can solve it.
L, Pass out a worksheet with four riddles on it. Read
one at a time and ask children if they can guess
the answer by using the clues and figurative language

presented.



70

Lesson 27

teneral Aim

Students will be able to interpret figurative language.

Specific Objective

gtudents will be able to determine the main idea of a

poem through the poet's description.

Materials
Worksheet with Carl Sandburg's Ppoéem "Fog" written on it and

the title and word "fog" deleted from the poemn.

Procedures

1. Pass out worksheet and explain that the title and one
word from the poem have been deleted,

2. Explain to the children that the poet is describing
something and that he 1is using metaphors and comparing
it to a cat.

Ask children for the descriptive phrases the poet uses.

L. Ask children to conjecture about what the poet is
writing about.

5, List student ideas on the board.
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Lesson 28

General Aim

Students will be able to interpret figurative language.

Specific Objective

Students will be able to solve a crossword puzzle using

similes.

Materials

Worksheet on similes "As Easy As Pie," Word Puzzles

Level 3A, Milliken Publishing Co., 1974.

Procedures

1. Explain that a simile is a comparison of two things
using like or as, Give examples.

2. Distribute simile crossword puzzle and have students
read one question at a time and think of a word that
fits in the incomplete simile and also in the puzzle.
Write the answers on the board.

L. After finishing the puzzle, ask children for similes

that they have heard before and what they mean.
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Lesson 29

General Aim

Students will be able to interpret character feelings and

motives of short paragraphs.

Specific Objective

Students will be able to select the correct word for a

paragraph that interprets character feelings and motives.

Materials

Worksheet "The Scarlet Apple".

Procedures

1. Discuss what is meant by an inference.

2. Use worksheet and have students silently read each
paragraph and fill in the blank with the correct word.

3. Remind children to look for clue words and descriptive

phrases that give a hint toward what word should be used,.
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Lesson 30

General Aim

Students will be able to determine how to draw inferences.

Specific Objective

Through discussion and a sound filmstrip, students will

be able to examine and draw inferences.

Materials
Sound filmstrip, "Deduction and Inferences," Troll

Associates Thinking Skills, Educational Direction, Inc., 1973.

Procedures
1, Show sound filmstrip.
2. Discuss how important it is to get all the facts

before drawing a conclusion or making an inference.



Appendix C
Comparison of General Comprehension Raw Scores

of the Experimental and Control Groups
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Table A

Comparison of General Comprehension Raw Scores

of the Experimental and Control Groups

Experimental _ Control
Subjects Pretest DPosttest Subjects Pretest Posttest
X4 X, Yy Y2
1 Ly L7 17 57 56
2 37 52 18 50 56
3 59 57 19 63 60
L 66 59 20 52 )
5 50 53 21 57 52
6 62 62 22 43 L9
7 62 58 23 51 Ly
8 33 52 2L 61 62
9 51 55 25 63 54
10 58 61 26 34 36
11 54 57 27 51 59
12 55 L5 28 49 L1
13 65 59 29 4o b5
14 59 64 30 54 58
15 59 54 31 38 L3
16 54 55 32 65 64
N = 16 Xy = 54.25 N = 16 Y, = 52.31
Sy ¥ 9.22 Sy = 8.83
X, = 55.62 Y, = 51.93
S2 = 4,98 S2 = 7.27




Appendix D
Comparison of Inferential Comprehension Raw Scores

of the Experimental and Control Groups
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Table B

Comparison of Inferential Comprehension Raw Scores

of the Experimental and Control Groups

Experimental Control
Subjects Pretest Posttest Subjects Pretest Posttest
S X2 71 2
1 22 27 17 24 31
2 22 26 18 25 30
3 27 31 19 29 32
b - 29 31 20 24 25
5 27 28 21 26 28
6 29 33 22 22 26
7 26 32 23 25 27
8 18 31 24 29 30
9 25 31 25 28 30
10 25 32 26 16 24
11 24 29 27 28 32
12 26 22 28 22 22
13 30 32 29 24 24
14 25 36 30 23 33
15 28 31 31 20 29
16 29 26 32 29 34
N = 16 Xy = 24,50 N = 16 Y, = 23.62
S1 = 3.31 S, = 3.64
X2 = 29.88 Y2 = 28.56
82 = 2.62 82 = 3.46




